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Congressman Steve Pearce was in the Congressional Delegation headed to Pakistan when the tragic assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto occurred.  The delegation turned back due to security concerns.  Pearce released the following statement:

“The assassination of former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto is a tragic event for Pakistan and, indeed, the world.  It is a solemn reminder that terrorists continue to plot, plan and attack those who would promote democracy, freedom and basic human rights for all.  We must remain not only vigilant in our aggressive pursuit of these assassins but steadfast in our support for our allies in the war on terror

“Many believed she represented the future of democratic reform and could bring unity and stability to a volatile region.  It would be a tribute to her memory for the people of Pakistan to continue toward that goal.”

NOTE: The delegation had planned discussions on the pursuit of Al-Qaida, the safety of nuclear weapons, security along Pakistan's border and a review of proposed reforms for the upcoming elections with Pakistan President Pervez Musharraf.
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