Support Our Troops and their Families at Home!

Become a Cosponsor of the Armed Forces Tax Relief Act of 2007 and the Strengthening America’s Military Families Act of 2007
Dear Colleague:


The resolution debated this week in the House says, “Congress and the American people will continue to support and protect the members of the United States Armed Forces.”  Today, I am introducing legislation, the Armed Forces Tax Relief Act of 2007, and the Strengthening America’s Military Families Act of 2007 that will do precisely that.  Both bills would put more money into the pockets of our troops fighting in a combat zone.

Members of the Armed Forces currently serving in a combat zone are exempt from having their earnings taxed under the federal income tax.  However, their pay is still subject to “employment taxes,” such as the significant payroll taxes for Medicare and Social Security.  The Armed Forces Tax Relief Act changes this, and truly allows our fighting men and women to keep their earnings tax free.


Oftentimes we forget that when the military is called overseas to fight in combat, many leave behind a well-paying job, a family, and children.  The second bill I have introduced, the Strengthening America’s Military Families Act of 2007, seeks to strengthen those families at home while their spouses are fighting abroad.  With this legislation, the federal income tax exemption that we currently offer to members of the Armed Forces fighting in designated combat zones would be extended to their spouses.  This way, during the months that our soldiers are fighting they can have some peace of mind that their absence at home will not be wrought with financial hardship on their families.


We often say a lot about supporting our troops, but with these two pieces of legislation, we can truly act on it.  I encourage you all to support my legislation by signing on as a co-sponsor.  If you are interested in doing so, please contact Matthew Turkstra of my staff at 5-4465, or matt.turkstra@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

       Scott Garrett






       Member of Congress
