Cosponsor the Light Bulb Freedom of Choice Act

Put Health, Safety and the Environment First
March 12, 2008

Dear Colleague:
As you may know, the recently enacted energy bill, H.R. 6, contained a provision to phase-out the use of incandescent light bulbs and mandate that only certain “energy efficient” light bulbs may be sold in the U.S. after January 1, 2012.  This mandate, which forces consumers and businesses to use only high-mercury light bulbs chosen for them by the government, received little scrutiny and next to no public fanfare.

Now, many serious concerns about the impact these mandated light bulbs could have on public health and safety, family finances and the environment have arisen.  In fact, one recent Washington Post article reported on a study linking these light bulbs to a higher incidence of breast cancer.  Americans understand the value and need for energy efficiency.  But, they should be able to weigh those interests in the context of their family’s health, safety, and financial well-being, as well as environmental impact.
I am introducing the Light Bulb Freedom of Choice Act, which would repeal the mandate unless the Government Accountability Office (GAO) can demonstrate through a study that the mandated light bulbs would (1) lead to real savings in energy costs and monthly electric bills for consumers, (2) lead to a significant reduction in carbon dioxide emissions, and (3) not lead to a health risk for consumers, particularly in vulnerable populations, such as those in hospitals, schools, day care centers, and nursing homes.

This is simple due diligence and it should have been done by Congress before enacting such a significant mandate with such sweeping impact for American families and businesses.  I hope you will join me in protecting our constituents and our environment from Congress’ hasty actions.

For more information or to cosponsor, please contact Beau Rothschild at x5-2331.

Sincerely,

Michele Bachmann

Member of Congress
