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Cole's Statement on Banning Partial Birth Abortions

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S. Congressman Tom Cole (OK-4) today released the following statement regarding the Supreme Court's decision to uphold the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act that Congress passed and President Bush signed into law in 2003.  

            "Partial-birth abortion is a horrific procedure that has no place in legitimate medical practices, and I am happy to see that the Supreme Court feels as strongly about this as I do.  This decision is a step in the right direction as we continue the fight to respect the sanctity of unborn human life.  I hope that this will spur efforts at the state level and we will start to see tighter restrictions on abortions.   "

The Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act was signed into law in November of 2003.  The act prohibits any physician or other individual from knowingly performing a partial-birth abortion, except when necessary to save the life of a mother whose life is endangered by a physical disorder, illness or injury.  Doctors who violate this law will face up to two years in federal prison.

Congressman Cole was an original co-sponsor of the legislation during the 108th Congress.
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