Increase access and reduce cost to patient-centered health insurance

Become an Original Cosponsor of the “Making Health Care More Affordable Act”

Dear Colleague:

I invite you to become a cosponsor of the Making Health Care More Affordable Act, legislation that will provide individuals and families with more affordable, more accessible, and more flexible health insurance coverage within a patient-centered consumer-based system.  

For decades the American people have looked to Congress to improve the way we deliver health care in our country.  Sadly, our current system is flawed. Today, more than 47 million individuals find themselves without coverage. Additionally, millions more are underinsured. 
We already know that the current government run health care experiment is failing because of the unsustainability of Medicare and Medicaid.  We cannot rely on a similar program run from Washington to provide world-class health care coverage for the rest of America. Only a market based, patient-centered strategy will encourage increased competition that makes health care more affordable and accessible.  My legislation ties together six core reforms that have been discussed over the last few years.  Now is time for action.  By bringing these reforms together in a single bill, we can launch a true health care debate in America and begin an earnest discussion in Congress about meaningful health care reform.  I believe the gateway toward fundamental reform begins with the following six steps included in my health care proposal:

1) Provide a Health Insurance Tax Credit of up to $2,500 for an individual and $6,000 for a family of four – this will increase the affordability of health care for those who do not have employer-based health insurance.

2) Create Association Health Plans - which allow small businesses to band together to increase buying power in the market. 

3)   Allow individuals the option to purchase health care across state lines – this will help create a national market for health insurance by having consumers, not bureaucrats, find the coverage which best suits their needs.

4)   Build on the success of Health Savings Accounts – giving individuals the ability to control their own health care purchasing power lowers costs and increases choice.

5)   Stop lawsuit abuse – Frivolous lawsuits are driving up costs of health care, thus limiting the number of physicians pursuing careers in certain specialties and forcing doctors to practice defensive medicine.

6)   Encourage the development of Health Information Technology – high-tech efficiencies increase health care productivity, lower costs and reduce the potential for medical errors.

Please join me in cosponsoring this important bill.  For additional information, please contact Bruce Miller at 5-6276 or bruce.miller@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

//s//
Tim Walberg

