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Congressman Flake Chides House Rules Committee for Blocking Amendments to Strip Earmarks
680 Earmarks in Defense Bill and Not One Will Be Scrutinized on the House Floor

Washington, D.C. – Republican Congressman Jeff Flake, who represents Arizona’s Sixth District, today chided the House Rules Committee for failing to make several amendments to the defense authorization bill in order.  Congressman Flake submitted amendments blocking several earmarks to the Rules Committee earlier this week.

            “At a minimum, defense earmarks ought to be defense-related,” said Flake.  “There are earmarks in this bill that seem to have a remote relationship, at best, to defense, but the Rules Committee has blocked any debate on them.”
            “The authorization process is the appropriate time to debate the merit of these earmarks.  By the time we get to the appropriations process, sponsors of these earmarks can say the projects have already been authorized and dismiss any scrutiny.”

            “This is not how the process is supposed to work.”

            Congressman Flake prepared amendments to block four earmarks in the defense authorization bill: a project at a former Navy facility in San Francisco, funds for a business consortium in California, an initiative at a hospital in North Carolina, and funds for a business consortium in Michigan.
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