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Lobbying Reform – It’s Not a New Problem

“It has become abundantly clear to me that not only do some of the ground rules need to be altered, but we need to change the entire environment to one of total transparency.”
- Congressman Scott Garrett, statement on the floor of the House of Representatives in support of a lobbying reform bill that passed the House with almost no support from House Democrats – (5/3/2006)
But More Than A Year Later, The Reviews Are In 

And Nancy Pelosi’s Democrats Still Don’t Get It

“It’s not really tough enough”

- Democrat Congressman Tim Walz (Roll Call – 5/24/2007)

“Democrats back reform - unless it hits their wallets”
“ . . . when faced with doing something to limit their ability to parlay public service into private gain, representatives shamefully balked.”

- (USA Today Editorial - 5/22/2007)
“The House’s new Democratic majority is flirting with disaster as it guts key provisions of the strict lobbying reform it promised voters last November. . . . They might remember that next year’s voters will check for enactment of last year’s promises.”

- (New York Times Editorial - 5/23/2007)
And Democrats Won’t Even Allow a Vote On An Amendment 

to Strengthen Their Toothless Bill
“Any person who has been convicted of a felony under Federal, State, or local law, and who engages in lobbying activities that would require registration with the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives under section 4 of the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 shall be punished as provided in section 216 of this title.”
- Amendment proposed by Congressman Scott Garrett to bar former Members of Congress, Congressional Aides, or anyone else convicted of a felony from becoming a registered lobbyist. – (5/23/07)

-- Amendment Not In Order
- Democrat Response to Congressman Garrett’s amendment
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