UNTIE THE SHOE TAX!
Become an Original Co-sponsor of the “Affordable Footwear Initiative”

Dear Colleague,
High tariffs on shoe imports cost American families billions in hidden taxes – taxes that are outdated and unnecessary.   It’s time for reform.   Please join me and my colleague Joe Crowley (D-NY) in untying the shoe tax by becoming an original co-sponsor of the Affordable Footwear Initiative.  

Tariffs on footwear imports are regressive, meaning that the U.S. charges higher tariffs on cheaper shoes – some of which can range as high as 67.5%.   A single mom purchasing boots or sneakers for her children can expect to pay close to 40% in hidden taxes on the price of the shoes, while a woman purchasing an expensive dress sandal, or a businessman buying wing-tips pay little to nothing.   

And these tariffs do little to protect domestic producers – we import nearly all footwear Americans buy these days.   But for those few varieties that are still manufactured on U.S. soil, like fireman’s boots or hip waders, this bill carves out an exception.  
I encourage you to cosponsor this important piece of legislation and help provide relief to working moms and dads.    Please let us know if you have any questions; your staff may contact Kimberly Thompson with my office at 5-4901 for further information.  

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
s/ KEVIN BRADY

