July 2, 2007

Stop the Parliamentary Games

The American people deserve a full and fair debate 

And a Straight up or down vote on the Congressional COLA

Dear Colleague:

As you know, Members of Congress, along with every other federal employee, military and civilian, receive automatic annual cost-of-living-adjustments (COLA).  However, we are not like other workers in that one hundred percent of our costs, both for employment and office expenses, are borne by the taxpayers; and right now, only 14% of those taxpayers think Congress is doing a good job in terms of solving the problems they sent us to Washington to fix.  

Under the circumstances, if we truly believe we deserve a raise, then we have an obligation, especially those of us fighting for fiscal responsibility, openness and accountability in Washington, to stand before the American people – in the full light of day – and say to them I think I have earned a pay raise, and here’s why.  It is wrong for us to avoid the opportunity to debate and vote on our COLA through the Byzantine parliamentary sleight of hand we witnessed on this year’s Fiscal Year 2008 Financial Services Appropriations bill.  That is why I have introduced the ‘Members of Congress Personal Fiscal Responsibility Act’ (H.R. 2916).  H.R. 2916 is a stand alone bill that eliminates the germaneness and point-of-order problems that interfere with bringing COLA amendments to Appropriations bill; and as such, would give Members the opportunity for straight up or down vote on the 2008 COLA.

H.R. 2916 is not an effort to criticize or demean the hard work of the good people with whom I serve in this body.  Nor is it an effort to disparage the views of those on either side of the COLA debate.  And this isn’t about partisan attack politics.  The ‘Members of Congress Personal Fiscal Responsibility Act’ is about showing respect to the people of this country who elected us in the first place.  It’s time to stop the games and play straight with the American people.  To co-sponsor H.R. 2916, please call my Legislative Director, Brian Fauls, at 5-2276 or e-mail him at brian.fauls2@mail.house.gov.

Sincerely,

                                                                                                
DAN BURTON

Dan Burton

Member of Congress

