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SALI: MONEY SPENT ON GOVERNMENT WASTE COULD BE USED TO FIX ROADS

BOISE, Idaho – Billions of dollars being used to finance inefficient and duplicative federal government programs could be used instead to improve highways and bridges in Idaho and the rest of the nation, Congressman Bill Sali told the Boise Metro Chamber of Commerce Thursday. 

“Idaho’s transportation problems are here now, and we must start investing in real solutions,” Sali told the chamber. “The congestion on I-84 posses a very real threat to the economy of the Treasure Valley, the 1st Congressional District, and the entire state of Idaho. There may be no bigger economic concern than our inability to move traffic in the valley.”

Current estimates suggest the surface transportation portion of the trust fund could be broke in as little as two years. Some lawmakers are talking about raising the gas tax in order to compensate for lagging revenues. But Sali said that’s the wrong solution, especially given the fact that the Office of Management and Budget finds that only 17 percent of federal programs actually operate efficiently. 

“If the federal government really is so inefficient, why should we raise taxes – take money away from you – in order to subsidize that inefficiency?” Sali asked. “Congress is taking money that could be used on highways and spending it on programs that don’t work.”

Sali announced earlier this year that he has asked the federal Government Accountability Office to determine how much federal government regulations are slowing down the highway construction process. Delays in construction usually result in costlier highway construction projects. Sali said he expects the GAO will deliver its report to him early next year. 

Repairing and maintaining the nation’s highway and bridge infrastructure must be a federal government priority, Sali said. He added, “Congress is spending on bills that have impressive-sounding names, make good sound bites and allow politicians to sound compassionate, effective and brave. But legislating should be more than about chest-thumping. That’s why I’ve been  voting no on a lot of bills. And I’m going to keep voting when I see that the federal government’s priorities are not right.” 
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