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SCHIP Debate – Democrats Still 

Willing to Play Politics
Washington, DC – Rep. Tom Price (GA-06-R) issued the following statement after the House of Representatives voted on H.R. 3963, a repackaged version of the flawed Democrat attempt to use the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to expand bureaucratic health care.  Rep. Price, a physician for more than 25 years, supports a renewal of SCHIP that is true to its original intent – helping poor kids first.  He does not support an expansion of Washington-controlled, government-run medicine. 

“How much longer are Democrats willing to play politics while America’s families are looking for leadership?” said Rep. Price.  “Democrat leaders are no more serious today than a month ago about finding a responsible SCHIP solution.”
“Democrats have taken what should have been a swift bipartisan renewal of a popular program and turned it into a partisan and political mess.  We have repeatedly asked Speaker Pelosi to open a dialogue of ideas, yet she prefers to continue the exploitation of needy children for political purposes.
“We have offered positive alternatives to the flawed Democrat expansion of bureaucratic, government-run medicine.  I call on Democrat leaders to put politics aside and work with us to develop a truly bipartisan solution that puts poor kids first.”

NOTE: Rep. Price has joined with colleagues in the House and Senate to introduce alternative SCHIP reauthorization legislation, H.R. 3888, the More Children, More Choices Act.  The legislation fully funds and reauthorizes SCHIP up to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) – the program’s original intent. For children in families between 200% and 300% FPL the legislation offers $1,400 per child in premium assistance.
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