October 31, 2007

DON’T LET VETERANS’ FUNDING

BE HELD HOSTAGE!

Original Cosponsors:  Duncan Hunter, Steve Buyer, Jerry Lewis, and Roger Wicker

Dear Republican Colleague,

The Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2008 was introduced on June 11, 2007 and passed the House on June 15, yet the bill still has not been sent to the President.  Simply put, this is unacceptable.  Those brave men and women who have sacrificed for our nation should not be used as political pawns by the Democrat leadership.  Funding for our veterans should not be used as leverage by Congressional Democrats in advancing their domestic agenda for wasteful spending and bigger government.

Beyond stalling consideration of veterans’ funding, the Democrat Leadership has indicated its plan to tie this critical funding together with bloated, unrestrained domestic spending destined for a veto.  Clearly, this political strategy ignores the fact that our veterans have been waiting and should not be strung along for the sake of politics.

Therefore, I am introducing a resolution which would change the Rules of the House to ensure that no Congress ever uses funding for our veterans as a pawn in a political game of chess.  This resolution would make it OUT OF ORDER for the House of Representatives to consider the Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act, except as a standalone bill.  
I ask you to join me in sending the message that our nation’s veterans should come before our nation’s politics by cosponsoring this resolution.  If you have any questions or would like to cosponsor this legislation, please contact Josh Waller in my office at 5-2931 or josh.waller@mail.house.gov. 

Sincerely,

PHIL GINGREY, MD

Member of Congress
