Stop the Flow of Federal Funds to Abortion Providers

Become an Original Cosponsor of the Title X Abortion Provider Prohibition Act

Dear Colleague,

Title X Family Planning data reflects that in 2005, federally funded clinics served over 5 million individuals, with an estimated 900,000 unintended pregnancies averted as a result.  These are necessary services, and should continue to receive funding.  However, organizations that choose to also provide abortions as a method of family planning should not have their operational costs offset by the tax dollars of millions of morally opposed Americans.  

Planned Parenthood’s annual reports show that it receives hundreds of millions of dollars from Federal and State governments.  Their 2003-2004 Annual Report stated that almost a third of the organization’s $810 million in total revenue—$265.2 million—came from “Government Grants and Contracts.”  

Furthermore, a GAO study determined that, during the five-year period from fiscal year 1997 to fiscal year 2001, Planned Parenthood and its affiliates received $661.5 million in federal funding for “reproductive health activities.” 

Current law prohibits the use of Title X family planning funds “in programs where abortion is a method of family planning;” and current regulations require some form of separation between federally-funded family planning services and abortions (42 U.S.C. §300a-6 (1970)).  However, the current regulations do not contain a descriptive standard of what constitutes “separation” (42 C.F.R. Part 59 (2000)).  They only require the level of separation to be more than “mere bookkeeping.”

Separation of accounting records and separation of facilities within the same building is not enough.

When Title X money goes to clinics that provide both abortions and family planning services, even though the money cannot directly fund abortion “programs,” as the law referenced above states, it is being used to offset operational costs with federal funds, which frees up more money to provide abortions. 

How can we justify giving this much federal money to an organization that performed approximately 250,000 abortions in 2005 alone?  Why should we sustain and underwrite private abortion providers with the tax dollars of millions of pro-life Americans?  
The Title X Abortion Provider Prohibition Act says that none of the taxpayer funds in Title X can be awarded to entities that perform, or provides funds to another entity that performs abortions, other than in special cases such as the life of the mother.  It does not prevent any federal funds from going to family planning organizations, and it does not cut any family planning funding.  It simply ensures that Federal tax dollars are not used in any way by entities that perform abortions.

I plan to introduce by Noon on Thursday, November 8, 2007.  If you would like to become an original cosponsor of the Title X Abortion Provider Prohibition Act, please contact Danny Crouch (danny.crouch@mail.house.gov or x5-3021) in my office.







Sincerely,








Mike Pence








Member of Congress
