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Recent Health Care News, Reports, & Studies 
 

Medicare Trustees Report Released.  The Medicare Board of Trustees, on Monday, released their 2012 Annual 
Report, detailing the overall financial status of the Medicare program. It’s clear that without meaningful reform, 
the program will go bankrupt, jeopardizing seniors’ access to health care.  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Chief Actuary, Richard Foster, emphasized “The projections in this year’s annual report provide an unequivocal 
incentive to vigorously pursue the development of effective and sustainable new approaches, with the potential to 
make quality health care much more affordable (pg. 277).” The Trustees project that the insolvency date for the 
Medicare Hospital Insurance Fund will be 2024, which is unchanged from last year.   

Obama’s Medicare Advantage $8 billion Gimmick.  Numerous articles released this week highlight a new 
Government Accountability Office report that exposes the Obama Administration’s spending on temporary 
Medicare Advantage (MA) bonuses in an attempt to hide the fact that Obamacare cut approximately $145 billion 
from MA plans. One in four seniors opt into MA, which allows them to choose commercial health plans.   

Obamacare Exchanges Hit a Roadblock in Red States.  Politico featured an article describing the efforts by 
some think tanks and grassroots activists to halt implementation of a key Obamacare feature: state-based health 
insurance exchanges. Politico reports that “almost all red states are holding off on exchange legislation at least 
until the Supreme Court decides on the Affordable Care Act, and in most of those states, exchange-building 
legislation has crawled to a stop.”  

Democrats Buyer’s Remorse with Obamacare.  The Hill notes that an increasing number of Democrats are 
fleeing from their initial support for Obamacare in the lead up to the Supreme Court’s decision on its 
constitutionality.   

Health Care Committee Updates 
 
This Thursday, the House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health will markup a Committee Print to 
authorize/reauthorize four Food and Drug Administration user fee programs. Two of these user fee programs are 
scheduled to expire at the end of this fiscal year (Prescription Drug User Fee Act and the Medical Device User Fee 
Act), while two new programs are being created (Generic Drug User Fee and Biosimilar User Fee). Some 
background info about the markup can be found here. 
 
This afternoon, the House Ways and Means Oversight Subcommittee will examine the limitations imposed by 
Obamacare on the purchase of over-the-counter medications with Health Savings Accounts (HSAs), Flexible 
Spending Accounts (FSAs), and Health Reimbursement Accounts (HRAs). Also, this Friday, the Subcommittee on 
Health is holding a hearing to review the bipartisan support for implementing a Medicare premium support 
system to modernize and improve the financial solvency of this federal program.   
 
For more information, please contact Joe Murray with the RSC at x6-0678 or John Martin with Dr. Roe at x5-6356 
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