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H.Res. 408 - Recognizing the vital role family readiness volunteers play 

in supporting service members and their families. (Rep. Davis, D-CA) 
 

Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
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Summary:  H.Res. 408 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Recognizes and honors the family readiness volunteers of each branch of the 
Armed Forces who selflessly devote their time, talent, energy, and resources in 
service to the United States and commends family readiness volunteers for their 
dedicated contributions to the quality of life of members of the Armed Forces and 
their families.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

� “Family readiness volunteers consist of Army Family Readiness Volunteers, 
Navy Ombudsmen, Coast Guard Ombudsmen, Air Force Key Spouse Volunteers, 
and Marine Corps Key Volunteers; 

� “The thousands of family readiness volunteers are generally spouses of members 
of the Armed Forces who provide assistance to military families while also 
enduring the challenges of military life; 

� “Family readiness volunteers provide their services on a voluntary basis, with 
little public recognition and financial assistance, and often contribute their own 
resources to help other military families; and 

� “The outstanding performance of our service members is a testament to the great 
success of family readiness volunteers.” 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 408 was introduced on May 6, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Armed Services and the Subcommittee on Military Personnel, 
which took no public action.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 
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H.Res. 754 - Honoring the citizen-soldiers of the National Guard of the 

State of Pennsylvania, including the 56th Brigade Combat Team 

(Stryker) of the Pennsylvania Army National Guard on its return to the 

United States from deployment in Iraq. (Holden, D-PA) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

 

Summary:  H.Res. 754 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Expresses its gratitude to the members of the Army National Guard and Air 
National Guard of the State of Pennsylvania and their families for their service 
and sacrifice on behalf of the United States; 

� “Commends the members of the 56th Brigade Combat Team (Stryker) of the 
Pennsylvania Army National Guard on the completion of their most-recent 
deployment to Iraq; and 

� “Recognizes the achievements of the members of the 56th Brigade Combat Team 
(Stryker), and all other formerly and presently deployed Pennsylvania Army 
National Guard and Air National Guard units and members, for their exemplary 
service.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “Units and members of the Pennsylvania National Guard have been deployed, and 
are continuously being deployed, in support of United States military operations 
at home and overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan, and dozens of other countries; 

� “One such unit, the 56th Brigade Combat Team (Stryker) of the Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard, is composed of approximately 4,000 citizen-soldiers from 
throughout the State of Pennsylvania; 

� “The 56th Brigade Combat Team (Stryker), following a mobilization and 
deployment to Kosovo in 2003, was placed on Federal active duty for a second 
overseas mobilization on September 19, 2008, and deployed to Iraq on January 
15, 2009; and 

� “The 56th Brigade Combat Team (Stryker) returned to the United States and 
demobilized in September 2009, upon completion of one year of service in 
support of military operations in Iraq.” 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 754 was introduced on September 17, 2009, and referred to 
the House Committee on Armed Services, which took no public action.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 



 4 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.Res. 445 - Recognizing 100 years of military aviation and 

expressing continued support for military aviators of the United 

States Armed Forces. (Olson, R-TX) 
  

Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

 

Summary:  H.Res. 445 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Recognizes 100 years of military aviation and expresses its continued support for 
military aviators of the United States Armed Forces.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “Orville and Wilbur Wright secured the patent for their powered airplane in 1908, 
affording them the opportunity to compete for contracts with the Army; 

� “During World War II, United States Naval aviation was decisive in reversing the 
Japanese advance and winning the war in the Pacific; 

� “The National Security Act of 1947 incorporated the United States Army Air 
Forces as a separate military branch, the United States Air Force; 

� “The National Air and Space Museum of the Smithsonian Institution will 
commemorate the centennial of military aviation with programs and exhibits 
throughout 2009.” 

 
Committee Action:  H.Res. 445 was introduced on May 14, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Armed Services and the Subcommittee on Military Personnel, 
which took no public action.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
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Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.Res. 627 – Honoring the citizen-soldiers of the National Guard of the 

State of Washington, including the 81st Brigade Combat Team (Heavy) 

of the Washington Army National Guard. (Smith, D-WA) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 627 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Expresses its gratitude to the members of the Army National Guard and Air 
National Guard of the State of Washington and their families for their service and 
sacrifice on behalf of the United States; 

� “Commends the members of the 81st Brigade Combat Team (Heavy) of the 
Washington Army National Guard on the completion of their most-recent 
deployment to Iraq; and 

� “Recognizes the achievements of the members of the 81st Brigade Combat Team, 
and all other formerly and presently deployed Washington Army and Air National 
Guard units and members, for their exemplary service.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “Units and members of the Washington National Guard have been deployed, and 
are continuously being deployed, in support of United States military operations 
at home and overseas in Iraq, Afghanistan, and dozens of other countries; 

� “One such unit, the 81st Brigade Combat Team (Heavy) of the Washington Army 
National Guard, is composed of approximately 2,478 citizen-soldiers from 
throughout the State of Washington, supplemented with an additional 843 soldiers 
from the California Army National Guard, 80 soldiers from the Texas Army 
National Guard, and 12 soldiers from the Montana Army National Guard; and 
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� “The 81st Brigade Combat Team returned to the United States and demobilized in 
August 2009, upon completion of one year of service in support of military 
operations in Iraq.” 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 627 was introduced on July 10, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Armed Services and the Subcommittee on Military Personnel, 
which took no public action. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.Res. 810 - Expressing condolences to the citizens of Indonesia and 

support for the Government of Indonesia in the aftermath of the 

devastating earthquake that struck the island of Sumatra.  

(Burton, R-IN) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 810 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Mourns the loss of life and expresses its deepest condolences to the families of 
those killed and injured in the earthquake; 

� “Recognizes the deep ties between the United States and Indonesia and expresses 
continued solidarity with the people of Indonesia during this time of crisis; 

� “Supports President Obama's offer of United States assistance to Indonesia in 
response to this catastrophic event; 

� “Urges the people of the United States to generously support those humanitarian 
aid agencies working to assist the people of Indonesia in this time of need; and 
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� “Expresses gratitude to the people of the United States who have generously 
supported those humanitarian aid agencies working to assist the people of 
Indonesia in this time of need.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “On September 30, 2009, a 7.6 magnitude earthquake originated northwest of the 
city of Padang in West Sumatra, Indonesia; 

� “The Indonesian Government stated that the earthquake destroyed more than 
83,700 houses, approximately 200 public buildings, a total of 285 schools, and 
also caused extensive damage to an additional 100,000 buildings including hotels, 
mosques and shops, and approximately 20 miles of roads; 

� “The United States offered assistance and immediately released $300,000 to help 
provide for the most immediate and pressing needs and an additional $3,000,000 
has been set aside once greater need is determined; 

� “The United States Government deployed a Disaster Assistance Response Team 
to provide assistance and is sending a field hospital, three United States Navy 
ships with helicopters and lift capability, and 45 metric tons of emergency relief 
commodities; and 

� “President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and the Indonesian Government 
responded quickly to the disaster.” 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 810 was introduced on October 1, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, which took no public action. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov (202) 226-8576 
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H.Res. 816 – Mourning the loss of life caused by the earthquakes and 

tsunamis that occurred on September 29, 2009, in American Samoa and 

Samoa. (Rep. Faleomavaega, D-AS) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Res 816 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Mourns the loss of life caused by the earthquakes and tsunamis that occurred on 
September 29, 2009, in American Samoa and Samoa; 

�  “Pledges its full support to the people of American Samoa and the villages of 
Fagamalo, Poloa, Amanave, Failolo, Afao, Asili, Amaluia, Leone, Fagasa, 
Faga'alu, Fagatogo, Pago Pago, Afono, Vatia, Lauli'i, Faga'itua, Masefau, Alao, 
Tula, and Aoa as they begin the long and difficult process of rebuilding their 
homes and lives; 

� “Urges continued attention by donors and relief agencies to the needs of 
vulnerable populations in the stricken areas, particularly the children and elderly 
who have been devastatingly affected by this disaster; 

� “Expresses gratitude and appreciation to the foreign governments from around the 
world that are lending their support to the United States Territory of American 
Samoa; 

� “Commends the over 100,000 Samoans residing in the United States from 
American Samoa and Samoa for coming to the aid of their `aiga' in the affected 
islands; and 

� “Pays tribute to the people of American Samoa and Samoa for their strength of 
spirit and their deep and abiding faith in God which brings hope to all of us.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “On September 29, 2009, at 1748 UTC, a powerful earthquake struck below the 
ocean about 140 miles southwest of Pago Pago, American Samoa, and 125 miles 
south of Samoa, centered only 11 miles below the seabed; 

� “The tsunami, with waves that reached up to 20 feet in height and penetrated one 
mile inland, caused death and destruction on a nearly unprecedented scale; 

�  “A team of more than 300 responders from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA), the American Red Cross, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and other Federal agencies 
is on the ground in American Samoa coordinating relief and recovery operations; 

� “The United States Navy (USN), the United States Coast Guard (USCG), the 
Hawaii Air National Guard, and the U.S. Army Reserve American Samoa, under 
the leadership of Admiral Timothy J. Keating, Commander, U.S. Pacific 
Command (PACOM), and Command Sergeant Major (CSM) Iuniasolua T. 
Savusa, Senior Enlisted Leader, PACOM, with the support of Major General 
Robert G.F. Lee, the Adjutant General, State of Hawaii, provided critical transport 
of the life-saving and life-sustaining supplies and equipment to meet the 
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immediate needs of the survivors, including more than 26,000 meals, 14,000 liters 
of water, 1,800 blankets, 800 tents, more than 800 cots, and 9 pallets of medical 
supplies and medical equipment in support of American Samoa's mass care 
operations; and 

� “President Barack Obama telephoned the Governor of American Samoa and 
American Samoa's Delegate to the United States House of Representatives to 
personally extend his and the First Lady's condolences to the people of American 
Samoa.” 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 816 was introduced on July 30, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Natural Resources, and House Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
which took no public action. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.Res. 786 – Commemorating the canonization of Father Damien de 

Veuster, SS.CC. to sainthood. (Hirono, D-HI) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 786 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Recognizes the canonization of Father Damien to sainthood; and 
� “Honors and praises Father Damien for his legacy, work, service, and his 

insistence on recognizing the human rights and dignity of every individual, 
particularly those who lived alongside him at the Hansen's disease settlement on 
the island of Molokai.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 
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� “Father Damien de Veuster, SS.CC. was born Joseph de Veuster in Tremelo, 
Belgium, on January 3, 1840, and in 1859, at age 19, he entered the Congregation 
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary in Louvain and selected Damien as his 
religious name; 

� “The Hawaiian Government deported individuals infected with leprosy, now also 
known as Hansen's disease, to a peninsula on the island of Molokai, to prevent 
further spread of the disease, and Bishop Louis Maigret, SS.CC. sought the help 
of Father Damien and other priests to provide spiritual assistance for the sufferers 
of Hansen's disease; 

� “The Hawaiian Government deported individuals infected with leprosy, now also 
known as Hansen's disease, to a peninsula on the island of Molokai, to prevent 
further spread of the disease, and Bishop Louis Maigret, SS.CC. sought the help 
of Father Damien and other priests to provide spiritual assistance for the sufferers 
of Hansen's disease; 

� “Working together, Father Damien and the people isolated on the Kalaupapa 
peninsula accomplished remarkable achievements, including building houses and 
hospitals, taking care of the patients' spiritual and physical needs, building 6 
chapels, constructing a home for boys and a home for girls, and burying the 
hundreds who died during his years on the island of Molokai; 

� “Father Damien died on April 15, 1889, after contracting Hansen's disease, and 
his remains were transferred to Belgium in 1936, where he was interred in the 
crypt of the church of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts at Louvain; 

Additional Information:  In April 1965, the Legislature of the State of Hawaii selected 
Father Damien as the first of its two selections for the National Statuary Hall Collection 
in the U.S. Capitol.  On April 15, 1969, a statue of Father Damien and a statue of King 
Kamehameha I, gifts from the State of Hawaii, were unveiled at the Capitol Rotunda.  
Father Damien will be canonized a saint on October 11, 2009, by Pope Benedict XVI. 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 786 was introduced on September 30, 2009, and referred to 
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, which took no public action. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
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Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.Res. 266 - Celebrating 90 years of United States-Polish diplomatic 

relations, during which Poland has proven to be an exceptionally strong 

partner to the United States in advancing freedom around the world. 

 (Lipinski, D-IL) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
  
Summary:  H.Res. 266 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Celebrates the 90th anniversary of United States-Polish diplomatic relations; 
� “Congratulates the Polish people on their great accomplishments as a free 

democracy; and 
� “Expresses appreciation for Poland's steadfast partnership with the United States.” 
 

The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “Poland has overcome a legacy of foreign occupation and period of communist 
rule to emerge as a free and democratic nation; 

� “Poland has strongly supported the United States diplomatically and militarily, as 
well as supporting United States-led efforts in combating global terrorism, and 
has contributed troops to the coalitions led by the United States in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq; and 

� “Poland has cooperated closely with the United States on issues such as 
democratization, nuclear proliferation, human rights, regional cooperation in 
Eastern Europe, and reform of the United Nations.” 

 
Additional Information:  This resolution comes just after President Obama changed his 
mind about stationing elements of the Pentagon's missile shield in Poland.  Under 
President Bush’s Administration, a plan called for ten ground-based interceptors on 
Polish soil.  President Obama’s announcement came on September 17th, this was the 
anniversary of the Soviet invasion of Poland in 1939, which led to the Soviet-German 
dismemberment of Poland. 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 266 was introduced on March 19, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, which took no public action. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures. 
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Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 
 
 

  

H.Res. 603 - Recognizing the 140th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma 

Gandhi (Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, R-FL) 
 

Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Res. 603 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Recognizes the 140th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi; 
� “Acknowledges and commends Mahatma Gandhi's unique and lasting role in the 

establishment of the state of India and its democratic institutions, which will be 
revered for generations to come; and 

� “Congratulates the visionary leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, which enhanced the 
rapidly deepening friendship between the United States and India, the world's 
oldest and largest democracy, respectively.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

� “October 2, 2009, marks the 140th anniversary of the birth of Mahatma Gandhi; 
� “Mahatma Gandhi was a great political leader, devout and spiritual Hindu, and 

leader of India's nationalist movement; 
� “his autobiography `My Experiments with Truth' reveals the inner voice of one of 

history's most spiritual leaders; 
� “Gandhi counseled humankind to `Hate the sin, and love the sinner', urged people 

everywhere to `be the change you want to see in the world', and reminded the 
world that `Freedom is not worth having if it does not connote the freedom to err'; 
and 

� “As a result of his timeless legacy, Gandhi's name has come to symbolize 
freedom and justice around the world.” 
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Committee Action:  H.Res. 603 was introduced on June 26, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee Foreign Affairs, which took no public action.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.Res. 800 - Expressing sympathy for the citizens of the Philippines 

dealing with Tropical Storm Ketsana and Typhoon Parma.  

(Speier, D-CA) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

 

Summary:  H.Res. 800 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Mourns the terrible loss of life caused by Tropical Storm Ketsana and Typhoon 
Parma that occurred on September 26, 2009, and October 1, 2009; 

� “Expresses its deepest condolences to the families of the many victims; 
� “Urges President Obama to continue to support the Philippines with emergency 

relief supplies, logistical, transportation assistance, and financial support; and 
� “Works closely with the Government of the Philippines to improve disaster 

mitigation techniques and compliance among all key sectors of their societies.” 
 

The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “On September 26, 2009, Tropical Storm Ketsana made landfall on the 
Philippines with the heaviest rainfall in 40 years equivalent to a typical month of 
rain during monsoon season; 

� “More than 135,470 families or 686,000 persons have been forced into evacuation 
centers; 
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� “The casualties include at least 277 dead, 5 injured, and 42 missing; 
� “Tropical Storm Ketsana has caused at least $4,800,000,000 in damages; and 
� “The Filipino American community is the second largest Asian-American group 

in the United States with a population of approximately 3,100,000. 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 800 was introduced on October 6, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Foreign Affairs, which took no public action.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.R. 3371—Airline Safety and Pilot Training Improvement Act 

(Costello, D-IL) 
 

Order of Business:  The bill is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, October 14, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.R. 3371 imposes a series of regulations on the airline industry that are 
intended to improve airline safety.    
 
FAA Task Force on Air Carrier Safety and Pilot Training:  H.R. 3371 establishes an 
FAA Task Force on Air Carrier Safety and Pilot Training, intended to evaluate the best 
practices in the air carrier industry and make recommendations.  The Taskforce would be 
required to report to Congress within 180 days.   
 
NTSB Flight Crewmember Training Recommendations:  The legislation requires the 
FAA Administrator to conduct a rulemaking proceeding to require air carriers to provide 
flight crewmembers with ground training and flight training.   
 
Stick Pusher Training and Weather Event Training:  The legislation requires the 
FAA Administrator to convene a multidisciplinary panel of specialists in aircraft 
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operations, flight crewmember training, human factors, and aviation safety to study the 
and submit to a report on “methods to increase the familiarity of flight crewmembers 
with, and improve the response of flight crewmembers to, stick pusher systems, icing 
conditions, and microburst and windshear weather events.”   
 
FAA Pilot Records Database:    The legislation requires air carriers to check the FAA 
Pilot Records Database before hiring an individual to be a pilot.    
 
Aviation Safety Inspectors and Operational Research Analysis:  The legislation 
requires, within 9 months of enactment, the Inspector General of the Department of 
Transportation to conduct a review of aviation safety inspectors and operational research 
analysts at the Federal Aviation Administration.  H.R. 3371 further requires the FAA 
Administrator to report to Congress on what policy changes recommended by the 
Inspector General will be implemented (and the reasons for not implementing the ones 
that are not adopted).   
 
New Regulations on Air Carriers:   The legislation requires the FAA Administrator to 
conduct a rulemaking proceeding to:   
 

� Establish flight crewmember mentoring programs. 
� Establish flight crewmember professional development committees. 
� Establish or modify training programs to “accommodate substantially different 

levels and types of flight experiences by newly employed flight crewmembers.” 
� Establish or modify training programs for second-in-command flight 

crewmembers attempting to qualify as pilot-in-command flight crewmembers. 
� Ensure that recurrent training for pilots in command includes leadership and 

command training. 
� “Such other actions as the Administrator determines appropriate to enhance flight 

crewmember professional development.” 
 

Flight Crewmember Screening and Qualifications:  The bill requires the FAA 
Administrator to conduct a rulemaking proceeding intended to ensure that “flight 
crewmembers have proper qualifications and experience.”   
 

Aviation Security Action Program (ASAP) and Flight Operational Quality 

Assurance Program (FOQAP):  The legislation requires the FAA Administrator to 
develop and implement a plan to facilitate the establishment of an aviation security action 
program and a flight operational quality assurance program.   
 
Safety Management Systems:  The legislation requires the FAA Administrator to 
conduct a rulemaking proceeding to require air carriers to implement a safety 
management system.   
 
Disclosure Requirements on Ticket Sales:  The legislation requires any ticket agent, air 
carrier, or any other entity selling an airline ticket to disclose:  1) the name of the air 
carrier selling the ticket; and 2) If there are any layovers.  
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Regulations on Pilot Hours:  H.R. 3371 requires the FAA Administrator to specify 
limitations on the number of hours of flight and duty time allowed for pilots.  The 
regulations would be intended to address problems relating to pilot fatigue.   
 
Committee Action: H.R. 3371 was introduced on July 29, 2009 and referred to the 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, which held a mark-up and 
ordered the bill to be reported on July 30, 2009 by voice vote. 
 
Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy is available.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  According to CBO, the legislation authorizes $15 million over five 
years (subject to appropriation).   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: Yes, the bill 
would lead to many new regulations on the private-sector.   
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?: Yes, CBO states:  “Because the cost of complying with some of 
those mandates would depend on future regulations, CBO cannot determine whether the 
aggregate cost to comply with the private-sector mandates in the bill would exceed the 
annual threshold established in UMRA ($139 million in 2009, adjusted annually for 
inflation).” 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  According to the committee report, the legislation 
does not have any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  The House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
in House Report 111-284 states:  “The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
finds that Congress has the authority to enact this measure pursuant to its powers granted 
under article I, section 8 of the Constitution.” 
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Brad Watson, brad.watson@mail.house.gov, (202)-226-9719. 

 

 

H.R. 2423—George P. Kazen U.S. Courthouse Designation 

 (Cuellar, D-TX) 
 

Order of Business:  The bill is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, October 14, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.R. 2423 would designate the United States Courthouse located at 1300 
Victoria Street in Laredo, Texas as the “George P. Kazen Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse.”  The effective date for H.R. 2423 is when George P. Kazen is no 
longer serving as a federal judge.   
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Additional Background:  Judge George P. Kazen was nominated by President Jimmy 
Carter for a position on the U. S. District Court, Southern District of Texas.  For more 
information on Judge Kazen, see here.   
 
Committee Action: H.R. 2423 was introduced on May 14, 2009 and referred to the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee which held a mark-up on July 30, 
2009 and ordered the bill to be reported by voice vote.     
 
Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy is available.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  CBO estimates that the legislation would have no significant impact 
on the federal budget.     
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?: No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:   The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee in House Report 111-257 states: “pursuant to clause 9 of rule XXI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, H.R. 2423 does not contain any congressional 
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9(d), 9(e), or 
9(f) of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Representatives.” 
 
Constitutional Authority:  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in 
House Report 111-257 states:  “The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
finds that Congress has the authority to enact this measure pursuant to its powers granted 
under article I, section 8 of the Constitution.”  However, the committee report does not 
cite a specific clause.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Brad Watson, brad.watson@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-9719. 

 

 

H.Res. 465 - Recognizing the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway 

Association on the occasion of its 10th anniversary, and for other 

purposes. (Brown, R-SC) 
  

Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 

 

Summary:  H.Res. 465 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 



 18 

� “Recognizes the importance of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway to recreational, 
commercial, and military vessels and to the history and quality of life of the 
citizens of the United States; and 

� “Acknowledges the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Association on the occasion 
of its 10th anniversary.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “The AIWW, completed in 1940, runs along the southeast coast of the United 
States from Norfolk, Virginia, to Key West, Florida, and measures 1,088 miles 
long; 

� “According to the Corps of Engineers, in 2007 the AIWW supported the 
transportation of 2,543,000 tons of freight traffic, including commodities such as 
wheat, corn, soybeans, electrical machinery, iron, coal, gasoline, fabricated metal 
products, and electrical machinery; 

� “The AIWW is an integral transportation network supporting the Armed Forces 
through the shipment of military equipment, fuel, and generators between 
Norfolk, Virginia, and Kings Bay, Georgia; 

� “The Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway Association was organized in 1999 to 
address the navigation challenges of the AIWW and to encourage the continuation 
and further development of waterborne commerce and recreation on the AIWW; 
and 

� “The Association promotes the AIWW as a vital marine highway along the 
Atlantic coast, providing safe navigation for commercial and recreational 
vessels.” 

 
Committee Action:  H.Res. 465 was introduced on May 20, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and the Subcommittee on Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation and the Subcommittee on Water Resources and 
Environment.  The resolution was discharged from the Subcommittees, and the 
Committee held a markup. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
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RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.R. 2651—Maritime Workforce Development Act (Cummings, D-MD) 
 

Order of Business:   The bill is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, October 14, 
2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.R. 2651 creates two new programs and authorizes a combined $132 
million over six years.  The new programs are as follows: 
 
Maritime Career Training Loan Program.  The legislation requires the Secretary of 
Transportation to establish a maritime career training loan program.  50% of the funds 
made available for this program may be used to for loans to undergraduate students 
attending state maritime academies receiving assistance (a student receiving such a loan 
would have to maintain a C average or “academic standing consistent with the 
requirements for graduation, as determined by the institution.”) 
 
The bill would allow loans under the program to amount to up to $15,000 for a calendar 
year and $60,000 in the aggregate, and prescribes conditions on the contents of loan 
agreements under the program.  The legislation also prescribes interest rates under the 
program:  
 

� 5.6% for loans covering the period from January 1, 2010 to October 1, 2011. 
� 4.5% for loans covering the period from October 1, 2011 to October 1, 2012.   
� 3.4% for loans made on or after October 1, 2012.   

 
The bill authorizes $11 million per year over the FY 2010 to FY 2015 period for this 
program, a total of $66 million over six years. 
 
Maritime Recruitment, Training, and Retention Grant Program.  The legislation also 
requires the Secretary of Transportation, within one year after the date of enactment, to 
publish in the Federal Register a plan that describes the demonstration, research, and 
multistate priorities of the Department of Transportation concerning merchant mariner 
recruitment, training, and retention for the 3-year period following the date of publication 
of the plan.  The legislation allows the Secretary to award grants to a maritime training 
institution to carry out demonstration projects.  
 
The bill authorizes $11 million per year over the FY 2010 to FY 2015 period for this 
program, a total of $66 million over six years.  
 
Committee Action: H.R. 2651 was introduced on June 2, 2009 and referred to the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, which held a mark-up and ordered the 
bill to be reported on June 4, 2009 by voice vote.    
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Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy is available.   
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The bill authorizes $132 million over six years.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?: Yes, the 
legislation creates two new federal programs.   
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?: No.   
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?: The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee in House Report 111-243 states: “Pursuant to clause 9 of rule XXI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, H.R. 2651 does not contain any congressional 
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in clause 9(d), 9(e), 
and 9(f) of rule XXI of the Rules of the House of Representatives.” 
 
Constitutional Authority:  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in 
House Report 111-243 states:  “The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
finds that Congress has the authority to enact this measure pursuant to its powers granted 
under article I, section 8 of the Constitution.”  However, the committee report does not 
cite a specific clause.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Brad Watson, brad.watson@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-9719. 

 

 

H.Con.Res. 138 - Recognizing the 40th anniversary of the George Bush 

Intercontinental Airport (Jackson-Lee, D-TX) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Con.Res. 138 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Recognizes the 40th anniversary of the founding of the George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport; and 

� “Congratulates officials of the George Bush Intercontinental Airport, the Houston 
Airport System, and the City of Houston, Texas, for the airport's record of 
excellent service to the citizens of Houston and the national air transportation 
system.” 

 
The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “The George Bush Intercontinental Airport in the City of Houston, Texas 
(referred to in this resolution as `IAH'), was first opened for operation on June 8, 
1969; 
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� “More than 700,000,000 people have passed through IAH's gates since its 
opening; 

� “In 1990, the City of Houston named the IAH international arrivals building, now 
the IAH Terminal D, in honor of the distinguished Congressman for the 18th 
District of Texas, George Thomas `Mickey' Leland, a renowned antipoverty 
activist who died tragically in 1989 while on a humanitarian visit to Ethiopia; 

� “IAH is a critical component of the Houston economy, supporting more than 
151,000 jobs and contributing over $24,000,000,000 in economic benefits to the 
Houston region; and 

� “IAH serves 30 airlines and is the headquarters and major hub for award-winning 
Continental Airlines, which is celebrating its 75th anniversary in 2009.” 

 

Committee Action:  H.Con.Res. 138 was introduced on June 3, 2009, and referred to the 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure and the Subcommittee on 
Aviation.  The resolution was discharged from the Subcommittee and the Committee held 
a markup. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures.   
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-8576 

 

 

H.R. 1700—National Women’s History Museum Act of 2009  

(Maloney, D-NY)  

 
Order of Business: The bill is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, October 14, 
2009 under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill.   

 

Summary: The bill directs the Administrator of General Services (GSA) to sell, at fair 
market value, land in the District of Columbia to the National Women’s History Museum 
(NWHM). The purchase price for the property shall be its fair market value based on its 
highest and best use as determined by an independent appraisal commissioned by the 
Administrator and paid for by the Museum. 
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The property shall be dedicated for use as a site for a national women's history museum 
for the 99-year period beginning on the date of conveyance to the Museum. 
 
The property shall be given back without any obligation for repayment by the United 
States of any amount of the purchase price for the property, if: 

 

• the property is not used as a site for a national women's history museum at any 
time during the 99-year period referred to in subsection (e); or 

• the Museum has not commenced construction of a museum facility on the 
property in the 5-year period beginning on the date of enactment of this Act, other 
than for reasons beyond the control of the Museum as reasonably determined by 
the Administrator. 

 
Not later than one year after the date of enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter 
until the end of the 5-year period following conveyance of the property or until 
substantial completion of the museum facility (whichever is later), the Museum shall 
submit annual reports to the Administrator and the Committees detailing the development 
and construction activities of the Museum with respect to this Act. 
 

Additional Background:  The NWHM was established in 1996.  However, it has sought 
land in recent years to build a museum in D.C. The bill would authorize the sale of a 
property bounded by 12th Street, Independence Avenue, C Street, and the James 
Forrestal building, in southwest Washington, D.C. (near the Department of Agriculture).  
 
According to the committee report, NWHM “intends to build a `green' building that will 
cost between $250 million and $350 million. The costs will include design, planning, 
construction, and two years of operation.”  

 

Potential Conservative Concerns:  There exists a possibility that some of the museum’s 
exhibits could be used to advance a pro-feminist agenda, which could potentially include 
pro-abortion material and other items that many conservatives might find objectionable.   
 
The committee report does indicate that a $250-$350 million “green building” will be 
built with private funds.  While the museum must raise its own money for this project, 
there is no indication that the federal government will not be involved in funding the 
museum’s operations in the future as it has done in the past with other museums in 
Washington, DC that were built with private funds. 

 

Committee Action:  The bill was introduced on March 25, 2009 and referred to the 
House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.  The bill was marked up on 
October 8, 2009 and reported out of committee, as amended, by voice vote. 

 

Administration Position: No Statement of Administration Policy was available at press 
time.  
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Cost to Taxpayers:  CBO estimates that proceeds from this sale would probably total 
less than $60 million. (Any costs to correct environmental contamination of the property 
would be deducted from the sales price.) CBO expects that GSA would spend the 
resulting net proceeds from the sale to maintain and renovate other federal facilities. 
Because GSA has a considerable backlog of such projects, CBO estimates that there 

would be no significant net budgetary impact from the legislation. 
 

Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  H.R. 1700, as amended, does not contain any 
earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits under clause 9(e), 9(f), or 9(g) of 
rule XXI. 

 

Constitutional Authority:  The Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure finds 
that Congress has the authority to enact this measure pursuant to its powers granted under 
article I, section 8 of the Constitution.  House rules require a specific citation of 
constitutional authority. 
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Natalie Farr, natalie.farr@mail.house.gov, (202) 226-0718 

 

 

H.Res. 179 – Supporting the goals and ideals of the 11th Annual 

National Consumer Protection Week. (Rep. Hinojosa, D-TX) 

 
Order of Business:  The resolution is scheduled to be considered on Wednesday, 
October 14, 2009, under a motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill. 
 
Summary:  H.Res 179 resolves that the House of Representatives: 
 

� “Supports the goals and ideals of the 11th Annual National Consumer Protection 
Week, including raising public awareness about the importance of consumer 
protection; 

� “Encourages people across the United States to take advantage of the wealth of 
consumer protection information that can enhance confidence in the marketplace; 
and 

� “Requests that the President issue a proclamation recognizing the 11th Annual 
National Consumer Protection Week calling upon the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organizations, community-based institutions, 
consumer advocates, and industry leaders to provide citizens with the information 
necessary to effectively protect themselves against consumer fraud, and 
encourage all people to take an active role in protecting their personal 
information.” 
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The resolution lists a number of findings, including: 

 

� “Informed consumers are better equipped to see through fraud and deception, 
whether in the form of questionable claims in an advertisement, offers that come 
in the mail or e-mail, or schemes designed to appear to be risk-free; 

� “National Consumer Protection Week annually highlights consumer protection 
and education efforts across the country; 

� “The Federal Trade Commission collects consumer complaints about identity 
theft, fraud, debt collection, and other consumer issues, and in 2008 collected over 
1.2 million consumer complaints, more than half of which were fraud complaints 
that resulted in consumers losing over $1.8 billion; 

� “National Consumer Protection Week partner organizations have tips on a wide 
range of topics, from how to get a free credit report, spot a telemarketing scam, 
avoid home and auto repair scams, to how to file a consumer complaint with the 
appropriate authorities; and 

� “Public, community-based, and private sector organizations throughout the United 
States are working to increase financial literacy rates and consumer protection for 
people of all ages and walks of life through a range of outreach efforts, including 
media campaigns, websites, and one-on-one financial counseling.” 

 

Committee Action:  H.Res. 179 was introduced on February 23, 2009, and referred to 
the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, which took no public action. 
 
Cost to Taxpayers:  The resolution authorizes no expenditures. 
 
Does the Bill Expand the Size and Scope of the Federal Government?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Contain Any New State-Government, Local-Government, or Private-

Sector Mandates?:  No. 
 

Does the Bill Comply with House Rules Regarding Earmarks/Limited Tax 

Benefits/Limited Tariff Benefits?:  A committee reporting citing compliance with the 
rules regarding earmarks, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff benefits is not available. 
However, the resolution does not contain any earmarks.   
 
Constitutional Authority:  A committee report citing constitutional authority is 
unavailable.   
 
RSC Staff Contact:  Curtis Rhyne, Curtis.Rhyne@mail.house.gov (202) 226-8576 
 


